
iRecord





iRecord is a free, easy-to-use app that you can 
download on to your Smartphone. It’s used by 
lots of people who record species, from experts  
to beginners. The records entered get sent to a 
central database (at the Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology), meaning biologists and other 
scientists can keep track of how different 
species are doing. Here, on The Lizard, the 
rangers and reserve managers can also access 
the central database.


Once you’ve downloaded the app, you need to 
register in the app, and then you’re ready to go.


See the iRecord website to find out more, and 
to read more detailed instructions. You’ll find 
that, once you’ve used it a few times, it’ll 
become second nature - and you’ll be helping 
our butterflies.


Identifying butterflies on  
The Lizard  

Can you help us monitor six butterfly 
species on The Lizard?


On a sunny day in spring and summer, The Lizard 
is full of butterflies, some of which are rare or 
struggling nationally. We are keen to record as 
many sightings of six rarer species as possible, to 
see how they’re doing locally. We’re asking 
residents and visitors to help us, with an easy-to-
use app, iRecord.


Inside this leaflet, you’ll find information and 
photographs of the six species. If you see any of 
them, all you need do is record your sightings in 
the app. We’ve included information on where to 
find and download the app.
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About Natural Lizard

 
The core partners of the Linking the Lizard 
Partnership are: Cornwall AONB, Cornwall 
Wildlife Trust, Natural England, the National 
Trust, RSPB, University of Exeter and the 
National Farmers’ Union.


By working across boundaries, we hope to 
ensure that The Lizard Peninsula continues to 
be internationally recognised for its rich and 
unique wildlife, landscape, cultural heritage and 
for outdoor opportunities, which are welcoming 
to, and valued by, local people and visitors 
alike. To find out more about us, visit our 
website at Natural Lizard, or take a look at our 
Facebook Page.


Website: https://naturallizard.co.uk


Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
LinkingtheLizard/
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Marsh Fritillary
Identification: The most 
colourful upper wing of any 
British Fritillary, with a varied 
chequered pattern of orange, 
brown and yellow. After a few 
days on the wing the 
brightness begins to fade, 
giving them a shiny 
appearance. 

Wingspan: 42–48 mm


Caterpillar foodplant: 
Devil’s-bit Scabious 

Habitat: The main habitats 
for this species on The Lizard 
are damp grasslands 
dominated by tussocks and 
shorter coastal grasslands. 

Flight period: Mid May–mid 
June; usually peaks in a one- 
to two-week period late May/
early June.


Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Identification: Occurs in 
damper, grassier habitats 
than similar Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary. Adults are low 
flyers, often stopping to feed 
on the nectar of brambles or 
thistles, where they are 
easier to identify due to their 
rapid wing beat and gliding 
flying style. It has more 
numerous white pearls than 
the Pearl-bordered with the 
outer pearls bordered by 
black chevrons.


Caterpillar foodplant: 
Grasses, including Sheep’s 
Fescue, Red Fescue, Bristle 
Bent and Early Hair Grass. 

Habitat: Coastal habitats like 
dunes, undercliffs and 
clifftops. Inland colonies can 
be found on dry heathland 
with dry, well-drained soils 
with plenty of open, bare 
ground. 

Flight period: Mid July–late 
August.


Grayling
Identification: Often comes 
to rest with wings closed, 
showing their mottled brown 
underwing which can provide 
excellent camouflage. 
Forewings are usually tucked 
behind the hindwing, hiding 
the eyespot and making it 
appear smaller. In flight it is 
quite distinctive, looping and 
gliding and appears much 
larger, showing off yellow-
orange bands.

Wingspan: 55–60 mm

Wingspan: 41–44 mm

Caterpillar foodplant: 
Common Dog-violet and 
Marsh Violet

Habitat: In the South West, 
primarily moorland and cliffs 
but always in damper areas 
where the food plants do 
better. 
Flight period: Mid May–late 
June; occasional partial 
second brood in August.


Silver-studded Blue
Identification: Males are 
blue with a dark border; 
females are brown with a row 
of red spots and distinctive 
metallic spots. Wing 
undersides are brown-grey 
with black spots, a row of 
orange spots and small 
greenish flecks on the 
outside margin, which the 
Common Blue lacks. The 
black spots are also more 

prominent on the Silver-
studded Blue.

Wingspan: 29–31 mm

Caterpillar foodplant: On 
heathland, mainly Heather, 
Bell Heather, Cross-leaved 
Heath and Gorse.

Habitat: Rare butterfly, found 
on heaths, sand dunes and 
chalk/limestone grassland.

Flight period: Mid June–late 
July.


Wall
Identification: Sometimes 
confused with Fritillaries, with 
its heavily patterned golden-
brown wings, but easily 
distinguished by its 
eyespots. Undersides reveal 
a delicate brown/grey 
camouflage and eyespot. 
One giveaway when resting 
is the lowest two eyespots 
on the underside of the wing, 
which are fused to look like a 
figure-of-eight.

Wingspan: 44–46 mm

Caterpillar foodplant: 
Grasses, including Cock’s 
foot, Common Bent,

Yorkshire Fog and Annual 
Meadow Grass.

Habitat: A range of habitats 
but breeds in short, open 
grassland. It favours sunny 
conditions and is often found 
basking on paths or, as its 
name suggests, walls. Also, 
unimproved grassland with 
plenty of open areas and 
stones for basking. 
Flight period: Mainly May, 
although in Cornwall 
occasionally seen in March 
or April. A second, 
sometimes larger brood is 
seen in July and August.


Small Heath
Identification: Generally only 
flies in sunshine and wings 
are kept closed whilst at rest. 
The underside of the 
forewing has an eyespot 
whilst the hindwing is 
banded with grey, brown and 
cream. Can resemble a 
Meadow Brown at rest but is 
considerably smaller. 

Wingspan: 34–38 mm

Caterpillar foodplant: Fine 
grasses like Fescues, 
Meadow Grasses and Bents.


Habitat: Despite its name, 
not strictly confined to 
heathland. Also found on 
grassland and dunes as long 
as it is dry and well drained 
and the sward is not too 
dense. 

Flight period: Generations 
often overlap and can first be 
seen in April or May right 
through to July. A second, 
late summer brood is on the 
wing in August and 
September.


Small Pearl-
bordered Fritillary 
upper- (left) and 
under- (right) sides 
of wings (photos, 
(Cerin Poland)

Silver-studded 
Blue male upper 
(left: photo, NE/
Allan Drewitt) and 
under (right: photo, 
Cerin Poland) 
wings

Small 
Heath wing 
undersides 
(photos, 
Cerin 
Poland)

Marsh Fritillary 
upper- (left: 
photo, NE/Allan 
Drewitt) and 
under- (right: 
photo, Amanda 
Scott) wings

Grayling, with 
underside 
eyespot (left: 
photo, Cerin 
Poland), and 
hiding it (right: 
photo, Amanda 
Scott)

Wall male, upper 
wings (left: 
photo, Cerin 
Poland), and 
pair, showing 
under wings 
(right: photo, 
Cerin Poland) 

For further tips on identifying these and other butterflies, you can 
visit the Butterfly Conservation website

https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies

